
 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND TRIGGER 
FOR ASSESSMENT 

DRC conducted a Rapid Protection Assessment (RPA) on 
10 February 2021 after receiving an alert from the 
Department of Refugees and Repatriation (DoRR) in the 
Operational Coordination Team meeting on 9 February 
2021. Due to ongoing armed conflict in Paktiya province, 
approximately 60 households (HH) are displaced and 
settled in different parts of Kabul province. Approximately 
12-20 HHs are displaced in Chel Dukhtaran Village of Char 
Asayab district, where DRC conducted the RPA. The DRC 
protection team conducted 2 Key Informant Interviews 
(KII), 3 Community Discussions (CD), and 7 Direct 
Observation (DOs) with men, women, youth and elderly. 
37 community members participated from the IDP 
community including 16 women and 21 men. 

 

DISPLACEMENT CONTEXT AND 
SITE INFORMATION 

Approximately 60 HHs displaced from Paktiya Province to 
different parts of Kabul province, due to ongoing armed 
conflict between Armed Opposition Groups (AOGs) and 
Afghan National Army (ANA). In Chel Dukhtaran Village, 
approximately 12-20 HHs are settled, and IDPs are living 
primarily in unfinished houses. 10 out of 12 houses rented 
by IDPs have no window, while 3 out of 12 houses have 
curtains as front doors, posing security risks to the IDPs. 

IDPs reported that they had to flee in a hurry with their 
family members leaving all their belongings, civil 
documentation (tazkira), and other basic household items 
behind. IDPs reported using shared buses and taxis to 
reach Kabul. The IDPs expressed worry about those who 
were left behind as the security situation continues to 
deteriorate in Paktiya.  

During CDs, IDP reported that they think additional HHs 
will displace from Paktiya to the village in the coming 
period due to armed conflict, and they are concerned that 
this will result in congestion due to limited space and 
housing options.  

30% female respondents and 70% male respondents 
reported an intention to return to their area of origin once 
the security situation improves and peace resumes. The 
remaining IDPs reported that they intend to integrate into 
the host community in their area of displacement, due to 

 

fear of the ongoing conflict, including fear of their children 
being recruited by armed groups. 

 

COMMUNITY STRUCTURES AND 
PARTICIPATION 

The community and family structures are mostly male-
dominated and patriarchal. Community elders take 
decisions at both the HH and community levels. Women 
and persons living with disabilities (PlwD) are not involved 
in the decision-making processes. Male PlwDs are also 
marginalized and excluded from decision making 
processes.  

 
SAFETY AND SECURITY 

The area of displacement is a small village with an 
observed high level of social cohesion, and the IDPs 
reported feeling safe. There is a police checkpoint in 
walking distance, which IDPs reported makes them feel 
secure. However, DO findings indicate that IDPs are living 
in unfinished buildings with plastic sheets on the windows, 
providing no privacy and putting them at risk of exposure. 
Limited criminality was reported, but women, elderly and 
PlwD reported safety concerns and difficulty moving at 
night in areas without lighting. 
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An Afghan Local Police checkpoint is located 200 meters 
from the village. Due to the presence of the police 
checkpoint, IDPs reported feeling safer. 

Children were not observed wearing uniforms (police or 
military) and IDPs have not reported forced recruitment of 
children by any armed actors. 

 
KEY PROTECTION CONCERNS 

CHILD PROTECTION  

10 males and 16 female participants reported that their 
children are displaying symptoms of psychosocial distress 
including frequent nightmares, excessive crying and 
difficulty sleeping due to the armed conflict. 

IDPs reported that the practice of early and forced 
marriage is common, ranging from 14 to 17 years old, but 
also mentioned it as a tradition from their respective areas 
of origin and not as a result of the shock/displacement. 
Girls who are forcibly married are not allowed to decline a 
marriage arrangement.  

IDPs reported concerns shared by host community 
members that children are being abducted and/or 
kidnapped (unconfirmed) in the village resulting to fear for 
their children’s safety.  

Young children were observed without adequate winter 
clothes and shoes, and were at risk of exposure. 

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

Male participants avoided discussing issues related to 
women during the assessment. The female participants 
mentioned that men are the decision makers and do not 
consider women’s consent or choices in decisions related 
to marriages, inheritance, or property. 

Women reported restrictions on their movement imposed 
by their male family members, causing difficulties and 
stress in completing their daily tasks. No women and girls’ 
safe space is present in the area. During CDs and KIIs, 
women reported limited knowledge of their rights and 
entitlements.  

There is only one primary and secondary school in Chel-
Dukhtaran area. Due to distance and safety concerns 
associated with far travel, girls are restricted from 
attending. IDPs reported that education is in general 
deprioritized for girls. If girls attend classes, they are only 
allowed to attend a religious institution.  

VULNERABLE GROUPS  

Due to the distances required to walk during the 
displacement process, many elderly, PlwD, and pregnant 
women were left behind in their area of origin and remain 
at risk due to the armed conflict. 

Community members reported marginalization of PlwD 
and the elderly in the community. HHs reported limited 
access to assistive and mobility devices, increasing  

dependency of vulnerable groups on caregivers and 
challenges to meet their basic needs. 

HOUSING, LAND AND PROPERTY  

IDPs are settled in unfinished houses where they pay AFN 
3,000-4,000 monthly rent to landlords.  With no source of 
income and limited employment opportunities, IDPs are 
unable to make their rent payments. The IDPs have 
reported to receive threats of eviction if they are unable 
to pay rent on time. IDPs reported distress about eviction 
as they have reduced capacity to make rent payments as 
their displacement protracts, increasing risk of reliance on 
negative coping strategies, including incurring debt. 

CIVIL DOCUMENTATION 

IDP men reported that they have tazkira, but that they left 
their civil documentation in their area of origin when they 
displaced. Women reported not having tazkira due to 
sociocultural barriers. Women also mentioned no 
knowledge of other civil documentation such as passport, 
marriage or death certificates. Few men reported that 
they have heard about passports and marriage 
certificates, but view them as unnecessary.  

MINE RISK  

6 out of 21 IDP men surveyed reported unexploded 
ordnance (UXO), which was reported to them through the 
host community. Women reported no knowledge about 
the presence of UXO in the area. IDPs reported no 
knowledge of the DMAC hotline for escalating information 
on presence of mines. 

 

ACCESS TO SERVICES AND 
COPING MECHANISMS 

IDP HHs reported very limited availability of basic services 
in their area due to the distance from Kabul city. As a 
coping mechanism, IDPs have developed a strong social 
support network to provide mutual assistance. 

SHELTER / NFIs  

IDPs reported that they left all of their belongings including 
NFIs behind. HHs have limited cooking supplies which are 
shared between families and community members, and 
HHs require emergency NFI support to meet their basic 
needs. 

 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION  

Health clinics are not available in the area of displacement 
and IDPs have to walk 10 to 15 minutes to public transport 
to reach the nearest clinic. IDPs reported that as a coping 
mechanism for limited financial resources, IDP HHs are 
restricting food consumption to one meal per day, 
particularly for women and children. 

EDUCATION 



IDPs reported that there is only public school in the village, 
which is located in 400 meters away.  IDPs reported that 
they plan to enroll boys in school but not girls. 

FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS  

IDPs largely work as daily laborers but reported they are 
unable to find work in their area of displacement. There is 
no market located in the community. 

 WASH   

All community members interviewed reported that their 
main water source is a well 500 meters away from their 
shelters. IDPs reported that there are no toilets or 
bathrooms in their homes, and open defecation is a 
common practice, resulting in challenges for PlwD and 
health concerns in the community. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Emergency Shelter/NFI support is recommended to 
reduce safety risks associated with sheltering in 
incomplete structures.  
 

2. MPCA support is recommended to reduce reliance on 
negative coping strategies, and to mitigate risk of 
eviction of IDPs due to rent costs.  
 

3. Health services (primary and MHPSS) is 
recommended, including prenatal and postnatal care 
for pregnant women.  
 

4. Emergency food distribution recommended to 
support IDPs and reduce negative coping mechanisms 
such as restricted food consumption, particularly 
among women and children. 
 

5. Donors are recommended to scale-up funding for 
GBV and CP interventions, including support for risk 
identification and prevention, and information 
dissemination on rights of vulnerable groups. 
 

6. Awareness raising and signposting on rights, 
entitlements, available services and civil 
documentation are recommended for displaced 
communities.  
 

7. Livelihoods and/or income generation projects are 
recommended targeting both IDP and host 
communities.  
 

8. Humanitarian Mine Action survey and clearance are 
recommended to reduce mine risks in community. 
Mine Risk Education is recommended for both IDP 
and host community members. 

 


