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IsraAID School-Based Assessments 

October 1st – October 19th  

 

Abaco 

Structural Assessment for Northern Schools; All schools that are functional suffer from lack of 

consistent water, and no feeding program so students cannot resume classes full-time until these 

issues are addressed 

Overall there are 14 schools in the northern classes, although we were not able to meet with all the 

teachers, as only so far it seems that 8 teachers are back and actively working. Most of the students 

seem to be the same that were in the schools before the hurricane although a few extra from the 

displaced population in Marsh Harbor have been added. In total, between the primary and secondary, 

the teachers represented gave the estimate of around 200 children enrolled in their schools. 

Fox Town Primary: 3 classes operational; Met with Ms. Nadia McDermott, Ms. Charlene Mills, Ms. Kelly 

Andrea Russell, Ms. Lillian Wells 

• Primary 8:45 am – 12 noon 

• Secondary 12:30 – 2 pm, focus on junior HS math as 1 teacher’s expertise 

• 25-32 primary students fluctuate, 3 teachers and 4 aids 

• 19 High School students, 1 HS teachers - so need separate TLS (temporary learning space) 

Cooper’s Town; Met with Mr. Arnold Cooper 

• The primary school is not operational, so the children are attending half-day classes at a 

church across the street from the school itself while renovations are being planned. So far 

the information is that the renovations will be completed by January 2020 

MHPSS Assessment for Northern Schools; 

o Teachers showed signs of being overwhelmed, they had not had the time to process the 

situation to allow themselves the ability to come to terms with what had occurred, self-care 

sessions need to be the first training or shops the teachers are given, as their ability to learn 

skills to care for others is limited while they are in the mental state of stress they appear to be in 

o Half of their children in the schools experienced the hurricane directly, and they feel this impact 

in the classroom setting 

o There was a feeling of not knowing where to go during and after the hurricane that remains with 

them, in terms of concerns for themselves and their families 

o A lack of communication before and after the hurricane is weighing on them, as they did not 

know exactly what to do during the event, and afterwards the communication stream for how 

to open the schools and what to do with the children was not coherent and timely. For example, 

the schools opened on their own schedule based on what each teacher/school felt they could 

manage, as there was not support from a central body providing direction for curriculum change 

in reaction to short days or missed opportunities for standardized testing. 
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o They all said, ‘we are going above and beyond, but this is our future generation, so we are 

putting our own feelings aside’. The expression of needing to do more than they felt they really 

could maintain on a long-term basis was felt by all 

o Many of the teachers themselves either lost homes, have family members missing, or need to 

do repairs, many have said they are having trouble sleeping at night; 

o Their routine has changed, and the basic necessities are not easily available, the daily interaction 

with others is grounded in telling and retelling stories so the trauma from everyone is constantly 

present  

o They have expressed the fact they are trying their best, but are confused as to how to continue, 

what the next steps are, and do not have the energy to address their own needs while they are 

maintaining this recovery  

 

Needs and Recommendations for the Teachers; 

o Show symptoms of extreme stress, and because they have not had the opportunity to really 

process the experience, there is a clear need for supporting the teachers in their own processing 

of the event 

o They all recognized the need for self-care  

o They do not know what to say to the children in their classes and how to identify traumatic 

symptoms, so skill building on these points is necessary as school starts back up 

o The teachers recognized they are interested in having a comprehensive DRR program to have 

better preparedness plans in each school and in the community to allow them the knowledge of 

what exactly to do and where to go during and after an emergency. There was a feeling of not 

wanting to leave the community even during a disaster, and they were keenly interested in 

gaining a better understanding  

 

Structural Assessments for Southern Schools; most of the schools were undamaged but as the power 

station in Marsh Harbor was there is little to no electricity and no steady water. On a whole they have 

absorbed at least twice as many students as normal without receiving an influx of teachers to help 

manage the load 

A challenge many teachers are facing is with this influx of students, they have an uncertain mix in their 

student population of new students whom they do not know struggling to integrate alongside returning 

students who are nervous about losing their established classroom dynamic.  

Cherokee Sound Primary; Met with Ms. Michelle Lowe, Ms. Amanda DeGregory 

• Hosting primary and high school students 

• Needs more space for students. Influx of students likely w/Winding Bay staff coming back and 

the children of the staff needing a school 

Crossing Rock; Met with Ms. Brenell Higs, Ms. Charles Walker, Ms. Shevanti Russell 

• Church (7th Day Adventist), opportunity to use the church as a space for HS students 

• Opportunity for a TLS could use as a preschool 

• Church is across the street from the school and needs a roof repaired, but could be a space for a 

TLS 
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James A. Pinder; Met Mr. Paul Knowles, Ms. Karan Duncombe, Ms. Valencia Newton-Hepburn 

• Good space – estimate with 25 in a room could fit 100 children, but now HS students are 

utilizing a class so need for a TLS 

Green Turtle island 

• Amy Roberts Primary 

• 23 students so far 

• Using a teacher’s cottage for the children as the school has been damaged, and the back of the 

school received extensive damage 

Man-o-War 

• Some damage  

• Not certain where students are (where they evacuated to) 

• 13 students 

- Central Abaco heavily affected – e.g. Central Abaco Primary & Patrick J. Bethel 
- Priority quick fixes – first focus on the South and north, buildings with minimal damage and 

quick repairs (North and South are less damaged and can get up and ready fastest) 
 
Great Guana Cay 

• Children are in New Providence (NP) 

• Teacher is in NP 

• School needs repairs 
 
Moore’s Island school (in the South, takes 45 minutes by boat) 

• 60 children 

• Request for IsraAid training/PSS support, particularly as many of the children are from the main 
island 
 

Hope Town Primary, Elbow Cay 

• Needs restore and repair, almost no children on the island currently  
 
 

MHPSS Assessment for Southern Schools; 

o 90% of their children were directly affected by the storm, and a large percentage of these 

children were displaced by the storm, and with the influx of children the relationships between 

the children is strained 

o One such story which highlighted this came from a teacher who overheard a conversation 

between two children, aged 5 and 6, who were pointing out locations where they had seen dead 

bodies, almost comparing notes, and she was very unsure of how to handle this situation 

o There is a concern that many children are not speaking about the event, and there is general 

concern regarding how to address the disaster in general  

o A few of the teachers are having nightmares and dreams about their family members and 

themselves being in Marsh Harbor going through the storm again 

o Survival guilt is very strong with all the teachers, when sharing stories they all had tears in their 

eyes fighting their emotions to be calm 
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o They are concerned about whether or not they are really ready to open the school, both 

logistically and mentally 

o There is a general lack of information causing a lot of concern regarding the support for the 

schools, including too many children with not enough teachers, no steady water or restroom 

facilities, and little to no guidance regarding curriculum for the remaining year or how the 

schools will function practically going forwards (standardized testing, etc..) 

o They have said that the children are recognizing in the teachers signs of stress and have come to 

them concerned regarding the teachers well-being, even though the teachers may try to act 

normal their stress levels show to the extent that primary school children recognize it 

o Most, if not all, of the teachers we met with showed PTSD symptoms 

o ““The future is scary, every house is damaged how do you even rebuild when next year 

this can happen again” 

 

Needs and Recommendations for the Teachers: 

o Any training for the teachers should be extended to focus only on self-care, the concern 

is that without proper time given to the teachers for themselves they will not be able to 

function in their roles 

o Communication is needed to align all schools, North and South, so they understand 

expectations of the children and schools as they move forward with the regular 

curriculum  

o The teachers need skills to understand how to interact with children directly affected by 

the disaster to be able to assist in their holistic recovery, the teachers recognize they 

have never dealt with anything of this magnitude and are at a loss as to how they can be 

helpful without causing further harm 

 

 

Grand Bahama 

In Grand Bahama the assessments were not performed in the schools themselves like they were done in 
Abaco, but rather through a series of Focus Group Discussions with teachers. There were two types of 
discussions, one with those who had already been through one round of training with IsraAID team 
members to understand what additional skills would be relevant, and the other group was for those 
who have not yet participated in our training sessions. The below represents the major findings from 
these two types. 

New teacher who have not participated in an IsraAID training yet -  Hugh Campbell Primary School – 
administrators – ages: 3 -11. Dinnea Cooper (Vice Principal) 

• The kids have been traumatized – they will need to talk about it and need more serious help. 
• Most cases that will be referred will come to the teachers via the administrators, so they need 

to be included in training as well. 
• They are worried about dealing with the different issues being brought out by the children. To 

recognize when to refer and when to leave it in the hands of the guidance counsellor. 
• Trauma and resilience skill-building is needed for working with adults as well, because the 

administrators are working with the teachers. 
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• They all expressed the stress from the event, verbalizing they never experienced something to 
this magnitude 

• The state of the economy is really difficult – businesses are being shut down. The difference 
from how it used to be. Are these damages goanna lasts for the years to come? Should we 
move? A lot of uncertainty about the general situation is causing personal anxiety 

• Some of the teachers said just talking helped, having the opportunity to share their stories was 
really important 

• Some teachers said they doesn't feel safe in the environment, especially with accessing water; 
The oil spill may be affecting the water  
 

Counsellors who were already trained: 

About the training: 

• We are trying to be a part of any training that may be available to us; "NGO’s like you give us 
hope". 

• Self-care was very helpful and they were interested in being involved in more sessions 
• Most of the group had not returned to school full-time working so didn't have the chance to use 

the activities they learned in the trainings, but are looking forward too 
• One counsellor who is working already (private school) said that the young kids seem to be fine 

and the older ones are the ones that seem to have more difficulties. 
 

The Mental State of the children and the teachers at the moment: 

• Guilt after the hurricane – "I didn't feel the storm right after it was over because I was hiding in a 
hole and when I got out I realized what happened, when I saw the house" 
"guilt for my reaction, for not experiencing the storm, guilt for not functioning for a week after 
the storm". The self care part in the training up-lifted her spirit, "today I tell people that it's ok 
that you're not doing anything and that came from the self-care". 

• The counsellors and teacher that didn't start working yet are expecting to start school, " Finding 
myself listening to stories". Lacking a staff to share with. because they didn't get back to routine 
they keep thinking about the storm.  

• The kids from the east who will come back to school experienced not just trauma but also death. 
• The gaps between those that were hurt and those that weren’t – understanding that there was 

really a storm – "I drove into the damaged areas just to comprehend that there was a storm".  
• Feelings of loneliness and isolation for those who didn't feel the storm 
• Being scared that food and water will ran out, learning how to preserve things we used to take 

for granted. Having simple life, composting. Teaching the kids how to swim.  
• one counselor said that she's forcing her child to finish the whole water when he drinks now. 
• One kid in a school didn't agree to drink water since the storm just until 2 days ago.  
• The difference between this storm to the others since they have experienced other storms and 

usually it was ok to stay in the Island, they assumed that now it will be too – next time we will 
leave. The realization of the degree of the hurricane came in faces as they were watching live 
T.V. they thought it was overreacting but the forecast was very accurate.    

• We couldn't do anything to prepare (since the updates and the hurricane escalated every 
second) – just pray. 

• Afraid to eat animal from the sea since the sea was infected. 
• It is an opportunity to teach the kids new things. 
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• The that didn't go back to school don't have a schedule of days and holidays so their lives are 
unorganized.  

• Now we understand that we are from the part of the world that need NGO, like third world 
countries. 

• No idea what is happening with the kids that are in Nassau.  
• Feelings of disconnected from families in Nassau, they are detached to our experience. 

"sometimes I feel that I don't want to ask for help because people don't understand". 
• Still having Nightmares about being flooded. 
• Many traumatic memories from the areas where people died 
• About kits: towels/bed sheets/sleeping bags/tents. No more tooth brushes  

 
Teachers who were trained 

About the training: 

• the self-care part was very helpful.  
• The sessions were too long. After the hurricane it was very harsh - recommends to spread the 

training - a few days on a week instead of two squeezed days, although the second day with 
more activities was better. 

• In the first day everyone was shy and didn't know each other – so more ice breakers were 
helpful to ease the tension.  
  

About their and the kids mental state at the moment: 

• Would love to have someone to collect all the hurricane stories. 
• Would love to write stories 
• One student told his experience through a story: the three little pigs – Dorian was the wolf. 
• The kids have moved on 
• No one was too traumatized. 
• The older kids are now returning to themselves. 
• Everyone now has a uniform so it helps normalize.  
• Sometimes the kids are troubled by things that seem to be irrelevant to the hurricane – for 

example: a girl that didn't have uniform and was troubled by the fact that she's different from 
the rest but couldn't express it. 

• Older kids will need more intervention now. 
• The kids will need to go through a national test and they will be left behind. 
• Some are blaming the teachers for the schools not being open 
• No support for the teachers. The private teachers have their own psychologists. 

Conclusions for future trainings in GB: 

• More self-care. 
• Focus on trauma in older kids. 
• Guilt experienced by those who didn't experience the storm. 
• New life realizations for them. For example, now kids more than anything need to learn to swim. 
• More ice breakers and getting to know each other activities. 
• Overcoming the differences between those who return to work and those who didn't. 

 


