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1 Introduction  

1.1 Purpose: 

The purpose of this Rapid Needs Assessment (RNA) is to identify the most urgent needs for the 

internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees and host communities affected by the ongoing 

conflict in north west of Syria, specifically in north of Hama and south of Idleb.  

1.2 Locations: 

Locations were selected in coordination between FAST and WVI’s partner (IYD) after getting the 

latest updates from CCCM cluster about IDPs movements within the assessed communities. 

However, this assessment was conducted in two governorates, covering six communities as per 
the below table: 

Governorate District Sub-District Location Camp 

Idleb Al Ma'ra Ma'arrat An Nu'man Ghadqa  

Idleb Al Ma'ra Ma'arrat An Nu'man Maasaran  

Aleppo Jebel Saman Atareb Halzun  

Idleb Harim Salqin Salqin  

Idleb Harim Kafr Takharim Kafr Takharim  

Idleb Harim Dana Qah Heish camp 

Idleb Harim Dana Qah Aramel Camp 

Idleb Harim Dana Qah Mulhak Heish Camp 

  

FAST, through World Vision’s partner IYD, conducted this rapid need assessment to capture the 

situation of IDPs in the mentioned locations and highlight their WASH, Shelter & NFIs and health 
needs to plan, coordinate and respond accordingly. 

After tracking the displacement movements via clusters reports and field staff observation. The 

RNA data collection took place in the period between 16th till 20th of Oct 2019. 

1.3 Methodology: 

Using qualitative methods of data collection, FAST consortium has developed an RNA tool to be 

used during the interviews with key informants and household representatives and getting precise 

data showing the condition of IDPs in their areas. IYD’s emergency team collected the data from 

those who were affected by the displacement in the last few weeks using a questionnaire with 

closed-ended questions. FAST developed special RNA dashboard for quick and accurate data 

analysis.  

A total of 79 households and key informants were interviewed and one member from each family 

was interviewed depending on availability. Efforts were made to ensure the survey was completed 
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by the head of household to 

capture as much data as 

possible. The interviewed key 

informants in this assessment 

were from local 

administrative council, camps 

managers and local relief 

committees representing 

IDPs. 

However, more information 

is mentioned in the related 

charts about the number of 

conducted interviews per 
gender/location. 

2  Displacement information:  

Regarding the IDPs origin by governorates, the assessment data shows that 80% of IDPs came 

from Idleb and 20% came from Hama, while the majority of people came during the last month. 

However, 83% of them don’t know for how long they will stay in the new location. In regard to the 

identification of at most risk groups/individuals in the assessed communities, figures show 
that27% are chronically ill, 18% are lactating women and 18% reported having physical disabilities. 
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3 Sector findings:  

3.1 Health:  
The findings under this section are drawn from the HH questionnaires and they focus on the  situation of Health services. Out of 71 interviewees 

who answered this question, 48% said there are few health facilities, while 33% said that medicines are the most urgent needs in the assessed 

locations. In addition, 19% mentioned Health care facilities rehab and vaccinations as the most urgent needs also.  Furthermore, the RNA has 

shown that 52% of children under 5 have respiratory infections, and 32% have skin infections. However, the following charts show more 
information about Health situation and needs in the assessed locations. 
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3.2 Shelter: 

In general, shelter is the most urgent needs for newly displaced people in all locations, however, 42% the interviewed HHs prioritize cash 

assistance to pay for their shelter rent cost. Nevertheless, 84% from the interviewed HHs stated that they didn’t receive any shelter assistance 

since they have been displaced to the assessment location. In terms of overall shelters conditions, 100% responded that they are sharing their 
shelter with other families. Furthermore, 39% from KII and 46% from HHs stated that shelters are overcrowded.  

In terms of shelter type, the assessment shows that 32% of IDPs are living in tents, 29% are living in house or apartments and 18% are living in 

self-made tents. 
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3.3 Noon-food items (NFI): 

The need for NFI was clear in the HH questionnaires as 61% of IDPs said that they didn’t receive any NFI assistance since they have been displaced 

to this assessment sites. However, 67% of interviewed people prioritized cash, 58% prioritized Fuel and 44% prioritized winter items as the most 
urgent NFI needs. 
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3.4 WASH: 

Regarding the WASH services in general, 28% of interviewed HHs stated that they have been receiving water services only since they have been 
displaced, while 59% received nothing in terms of WASH services.  
Indeed, 100% of the assessed communities said that water trucking is the primary source of drinking water in their locations.  
In terms of water storage, 91% of interviewed HHs have appropriate water storage (water tanks with cover), and 78% from total interviewed 
HHs said that they have received treated water for drinking. 
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3.5 Sanitation:  

 
Although 59% of interviewed HHs are using private latrines, 52% of the interviewed families said that the main reason for open defecation is the 
limited number of available latrines. Regarding our question if the latrines are clean and functioning in the assessed locations, 91% of 
interviewed HHs said that latrines are functioning and clean. 
However, none of the available laterite are separated per gender which is concerning from protection point of view.  
Regarding to handwashing stations situation, 38% of interviewed HHs said that handwashing stations in the latrines units in the assessed 
locations are functioning and clean but still in need for soap. 
 

 


