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Overview 
On 18 November, inter-communal clashes escalated between nomads and farmers from the Misseriya Jebel 
tribe in Khazan-kujuk village – 20km east of the main town of Sileia – in West Darfur's Jebel Moon locality. 
According to the data collected during the inter-agency assessment that took place between 29 November and 
2 December, 9,970 people (1,994 households) were displaced to Hijeilija and Selea villages in Jebel Moon 
locality, as well as Werywery village in Kulbus locality, Jeruf village in Sirba locality and Saraf Omra in North 
Darfur, while 2,261 crossed the border into Chad (UNHCR). Overall, 33 villages and damras (pastoralist villages) 
were assessed. These numbers may change as there were reports of fighting on 6 and 7 December. Initial 
assistance was provided when the mission took place.  Follow up support and service delivery is pending security 
assurances. 

Key Finding and Recommendations 
While the recommendations speak to the Jebel Moon assessment, most of them also apply to similar situations 
and look at proposing solutions for other similar situations the humanitarian community might be faced with in 
the near future. 

1. Impact on sectors 
a. Protection, Child Protection and GBV: Safety and security remain one of the main concerns for the 

IDPs and affected communities, especially among women and girls. Most displaced people are in open 
spaces, relatively close to their area of origin. Several GBV incidents occurred during the attacks, 
including rape and physical violence of both men and women, according to those interviewed. A sense 
of hopelessness and psychological stress was observed among the IDPs, especially women and girls. A 
severe gap in Psychological Support (PSS) services has been reported, and community-based 
protection networks (CBPNs) do not exist, are not functional in the affected villages or were disrupted 
as a result of the fighting and subsequent displacement.  

b. Education: 14 primary schools in Jebel Moon have been negatively impacted, and approximately 5,082 
children (boys 3,700, girls 1,382) are not attending school. 

c. Health and Nutrition: The most common diseases reported in all assessed areas are malaria, acute 
respiratory infections (ARI), and diarrheal diseases linked to poor hygienic conditions. Shortage of 
medicines has been reported in health facilities. MUAC screening was conducted on 697 individuals 
(623 children and 74 pregnant and lactating women (PLW)). Nine per cent of the children were 
reported to be Moderate Acute Malnourished (MAM) and 2 per cent Severe Acute Malnourished 
(SAM). About 3 per cent of the PLW were reported to suffer from Moderately Acute Malnutrition 
(MAM).   

d. WASH: Poor hygienic conditions, which included open defecation and poor practices on waste 
management were observed in 29 assessed sites. According to the data collected, only nine hand 
pumps and three water yards are currently functioning.  

e. FSL: Most of the affected villages and damras have been looted. Very little, and in some cases no food 
was reported in most assessed sites. This situation has aggravated an already critical environment 
affected by a very poor harvesting season due to the shortage of rain and pest/bird infestations.   

2. A holistic robust protection response is required. - The conflict in Darfur is principally a protection 
emergency and as such, a strong protection response is required. Both soft and hard protection components 
need to be complementarily implemented. The role of the government needs to be reiterated and the 
government held accountable. Thought needs to be put into how humanitarian partners can quickly build 
referral/survivor structures  and subsequent support mechanisms, where fighting has broken out in 
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locations where the systems either do not exist or are non-functional, like in the case of Jebel Moon. Setting 
up nimble mechanisms that can quickly be deployed to support survivors who are on the move is critical.  
Moreover it will help in arresting/deterring the perpetrators as it seems some of these atrocities are being 
done as there is no fear of reprisal.  

3. Root causes of the conflict need to be addressed – At the face of it, the trigger of the fighting are over 
natural resources i.e. water, grazing land, minerals. The conflict seems to play out along the lines of nomads 
and crop farmers. However, the scale, frequency of the violence and rate and speed of mobilization across 
several areas in Darfur needs to be closely looked at as it speaks to deeper issues that need to be understood 
if the fighting is to be addressed. This will require in-depth analysis of the drivers and identification of key 
actions that need to be taken by different actors – some of whom are likely not to be humanitarian. This 
includes native administration, state and federal authorities spanning civilian and military structures who 
have a big role if any of the root causes are to be addressed.   

4. Safety and Security of the people affected, and humanitarian workers has to be part of the response  
a. Affected population - affected populations are afraid to move around as either fighting is still 

ongoing, or people fear that violence might break out at any time. If response is to be done in such 
a situation, humanitarian partners need to do so in a way that does not put the affected populations 
in danger, or in a way that does not make the affected population take unnecessary risks.  Key 
services, in particular health, are concentrated in Sileia which is currently hard to reach as people 
are afraid to travel due to security fears. 

b. Humanitarian workers - fighting is still going on in Jebel Moon and the situation continues to be 
tense. There were few incidences where the assessment team felt unsafe or were stopped at several 
checkpoints being asked tribal affiliation of participants. Most of the humanitarian front-line 
workers are Sudanese nationals from the Darfur region and are at risk of being caught in the 
crossfire while carrying out their duties. Thought needs to be put on how staff can be protected. 
The capacity of UNDSS and agency/INGO security capacity needs to be reviewed to see if it can 
address with such incidences.  Staff also need adequate safety and security training to be able to 
cope in such situations and they should be given a minimum set of equipment e.g. communications 
equipment, camping equipment etc. for such missions. 

5. Multi-dimensional conflict sensitive response is required to break the cycle of violence. There is need to 
break the cycle of violence by looking at it from a prevention and mitigation perspective. This will entail 
closer collaboration and linkages with partners that work in peace building and development work and 
looking at how humanitarian assistance can play a role in social cohesion. Humanitarian response must be 
conflict sensitive and has to be relentlessly principled. The principles will have to be communicated to all 
parties to avoid any misconceptions of bias/favoritism which what end up fueling tension. 

6. Interventions that address the significant loss of livelihoods needed to be implemented quickly (looting 
of livestock and grazing land): the assessment team observed significant loss and looting of belongings, 
cattle, and burning of villages, which contributes to significant losses and grievances amongst the affected 
people. Although immediate emergency response to support people (including SNFIs, food, and health) is 
required, there is also a need to look at interventions to restore people's sources of income in the short 
term, to help the farmers to quickly bounce back from this before the next agriculture season, to help them 
quickly graduate from humanitarian assistance. Any prolonged stay on the humanitarian list is likely to 
compromise their long-term resilience. 

 


