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Joint National Disaster Management Office – Vanuatu Humanitarian Team   

Needs Assessment Mission to Ambrym Island, Malampa  Province 

18 March 2015 

 

Introduction: 
The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) together with representatives from the 
Vanuatu Country Team (VCT) conducted an rapid assessment of Ambrym Island, Malampa 
province on 18 March 2015. The aim of the initial rapid assessment is to obtain a more detailed 
overview of the situation on the ground in order to reach a common understanding of the scale 
and severity of the response to Cyclone Pam and target the response accordingly in a 
coordinated manner.  

The team that left this morning includes assessment teams from Emae, Tongoa, Epi, Ambrym 
and Pentecost respectively. Upon arrival at Craige-cove airport, the team met by the AVL agent 
and other community leaders including a police officer. The team were taken to the meeting 
place at Craige-cove and were briefed by the communities leaders on what actions and 
measures have been taken. The team thanked the community leaders for accepting the team 
and were briefed by the team on what were the objectives and purpose of the visit.  

The rapid assessment report covers the areas from Maranatha school to Craige-cove 
respectively. 
 
 

Key Findings/Observations: 

Due to communication difficulties, the Joint rapid assessment team unexpectedly came across 
Malampa provincial TAG assessment team members. The initial findings reported that TAG 
members were deployed North and Southeast Ambrym and Paama Island. Concurrently, the 
Hon. Minister of finance also mobilized an assessment team to Ambrym as well. Apart from this 
assessment, Malampa TAG assessment team will also submit a report through Malampa 
Provincial authorities to NDMO by weekend as promised.  

General 
1.1 There are no reported cases of deaths or related injuries. 
1.2 Majority of the people have moved out from the evacuation centers (Community structures 

and individual permanent buildings). 
1.3 According to the assessment and observation report, few households are equipped with 

solar lighting system 

Access 
2.1 The island roads to affected communities are fully accessible. The roads in most affected 

villages are still undergone community clearance and especially those along the coastal 
areas, water and partially damaged.  

2.2 Most villages can now be reached by foot, vehicles or boat therefore access to communities 
people and relief goods is accessible.  
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2.3 Local authorities are equipped with trucks and boats that can reach all of the affected 
communities. 

WASH 
3.1 Potable drinking water is a major concern.   
3.2 Affected families claim to have started drinking water from possible contaminated hand 

pumps, with polytanks and underground wells.  
3.3 There is very limited or no access to functioning sanitary facilities.   
 
Health 
4.1 An initial list of requested medical suppliers for Craige-cove community and school 

submitted to the team and was later submitted to Baiap Health Centre and few of those 
requested medications were donated as requested.  

4.2 No outbreaks of communicable diseases are reported to date.  
4.3 Latrines are in good and functioning conditions while most Aid posts are still up and running 

but need urgent medication supplies.  

Education 
5.1 TC PAM school had been closed and student from boarding 

schools were sent back home to due poor sanitation and 
communication breakdown. Due to the current situation, the 
concerned schools will remain close until situation improves. 

 

Photo: Bulemap Primary School West Ambrym  

 

Shelter  
6.1 No major damages to housing facilities both within the 

communities and government institutions. The vulnerable 
group are well taken care of by CDCs and community 
authorities while no reported case of sexually abuse and 
violence.  

 

Photo: Meltungon west Ambrym 

 

Food  
7.1 All food crops, vegetables and fruits were badly destroyed and will only last within a week of 

consumption. 
7.2 Fuel supplies will only last about 2 weeks. 

 

WASH  
8.1 Water well are reported to be contaminated due to lack of securing the water source. 
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.  
Recommendations: 

Relief Distribution/Security 
a. According to the Joint assessment team report, 96% of food crops are destroyed. 
b. Food stock in commercial centers will ONLY last for two (2) weeks. 
c. Fuel stock will also last for ONLY two (2) weeks as well. 
d. Medical supplies need as soon as possible to address the epidemic diseases. 

 

WASH 
e. Set up an alternative waste disposal/management system or restore regular garbage 

collection system (use water crafts instead of dump trucks) 
f. Roll out sanitary and hygiene advocacy programs to prevent an outbreak of diarrheal 

and other sanitation related diseases. 
 

Health 
g. Strengthen surveillance in affected communities  
h. Intensify health promotion and advocacy on disease prevention     

 

Livelihood: 
i. the communities are likely to need an alternative source of income. The main source of 

income in the area is copra, now that all coconut plantations are badly damaged; they 
will be no income for more than one year for families.  

 

Communication:  
j. Power restoration 

Team Composition 

Team Leader:  Lonnie Bong  

Isaac Savua 

Job Dalili 
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Ambrym Island, Malampa  Province - 18 March 2015

Map created by MapAction (2015)

Access
1. Island roads to affected communities partially accessible in the South East of the Island, 
fully accessible elsewhere.
2. Most villages can now be reached by foot, vehicle or boat.
3. Ulei airport and Taveak seaport both open. 

Health
1. Some medical supplies have been issued from an initial request. 
2. No outbreaks of communicable diseases are reported to date. 
3. Latrines are in good and functioning conditions while most Aid
posts are still up and running but need urgent medication supplies. 
South East has sufficient medical supplies for one month.

Education
1. School had been closed and student from boarding schools 
were sent back home to due poor sanitation and communication breakdown. 
2. 6 schools destroyed in the South East of the island.

Shelter
1. 1,728 people homeless in the South East. 
2. Elsewhere, no major damages to housing facilities 
both within the communities and government institutions.
Food
1. All food crops, vegetables and fruits were badly 
destroyed and will only last within a week of 
consumption. SE food stocks damaged or destroyed.
2. Fuel supplies will only last about 2 weeks.

WASH
1. Potable drinking water is a major concern.  
2. Most rainwater tanks have been destroyed. 
3. There is very limited or no access to functioning sanitary facilities.  

Livelihood
1. All food crops, vegetables and fruits were badly 
destroyed and will only last within a week of 
consumption.
2. All coconut plantations badly damaged- no income for > 1 year.
3. In the South East most fruit trees and vegetables destroyed and half the livestock were killed.
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