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GlossaryA3
Aggregated

Data from different individuals or subgroups that is consolidated into a single group is re-
ferred	 to	 as	“aggregated”.	 In	 aggregated	 data,	 you	 can	 no	 longer	 see	 the	 records	 of	 indi-
vidual people because they have been totalled into a single record. Please see disaggregated 
for further information. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical 
Vocabulary, UNHCR

Alert 
Advisory that hazard is approaching but is less imminent than implied by warning mes-
sage. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, Caribbean Disaster Information Network 
(CARDIN)

Analysis Plan
A framework providing details of the information that needs to be collected from primary and 
secondary sources. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Armed�Conflicts�
State of hostilities in which two or more organized armies are at war against each other. 
In modern warfare the attack may be with conventional weapons, chemical and/or biologi-
cal weapons or nuclear weapons. Material V -  Gunn, S.W.A. Multilingual Dictionary of Disaster 
Medicine and International Relief. Boston : Kluwer Academic Publishers, c1990; Controlled 
Vocabulary on Disaster Information,  CARDIN

Assessment�(and�Re-Assessment)�
The set of activities necessary to understand a given situation entails the collection, up-dating 
and analysis of data pertaining to the population of concern (needs, capacities, resources, etc.), 
as well as the state of infrastructure and general socio-economic conditions in a given loca-
tion/area. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Assistance
Aid provided to address the physical, material and legal needs of persons of concern. This may 
include food items, medical supplies, clothing, shelter, seeds and tools, as well as the provision 
of	 infrastructure,	such	as	schools	and	roads.	“Humanitarian	assistance”	refers	to	assistance	
provided by humanitarian organizations for humanitarian purposes (i.e. non-political, non-
commercial and non-military purposes). In UNHCR practice, assistance supports and comple-
ments the achievement of protection objectives. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Baseline
An interpretive tool comprised of statistics against which you can compare indicators from 
your selected population that are from a different period of time, a different place or a dif-
ferent population. Baseline data often describes a situation that existed before an event and 
that can be defined in many ways, depending on the operational context.  An event might be 
a drought or an incident of political upheaval, or it may simply be the first time the indicators 
were ever measured. You can compare your dataset against the baseline data to see how the 
situation you’re studying appears when weighed against the situation as measured before the 
event. In other words, baseline data can help you to interpret the impact of an event. For base-
line data, indicators prior to the onset of the distress situation are preferred, although you can 
also use the value for the whole region or the country. The baseline in a refugee situation may 
also be the rate in the local host population in the country of asylum or the rate measured in 
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the population within the country of origin. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, 
Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNCHR

Capacity Building
A process by which individuals, institutions and societies develop abilities, individually and col-
lectively, to perform functions, solve problems and set and achieve their goals. Master Glossary 
of Terms, UNHCR

Capacity, Coping
The manner in which people and organizations use existing resources to achieve various 
beneficial ends during unusual, abnormal, and adverse conditions of a disaster event or pro-
cess. The strengthening of coping capacities usually builds resilience to withstand the ef-
fects of natural and other hazards. (European Spatial Planning Observation Network, 2003) 
Thywissen, K. Components of Risk: A Comparative Glossary. United Nations University –Institute 
of Environment and Human Security, 2006.

Cluster Sampling 
A sampling technique in which the selection individuals or households is concentrated within 
certain geographical areas that has been previously selected. It is the most useful method 
when a population is geographically dispersed and it is not possible to undertake a simple 
random sampling. Cluster sampling reduces financial costs and logistical challenges, but it usu-
ally requires larger sampling sizes than random sampling techniques in order to achieve the 
same level of precision. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical 
Vocabulary, UNHCR

Common Operational Dataset (COD)
Predictable, core sets of data needed to support operations and decision-making that are 
made available within 48 hours of a given humanitarian emergency. Common datasets are 
needed by all actors in a humanitarian emergency response. The datasets are often dynamic 
the first week of an emergency during a consolidation period and are maintained throughout 
the emergency cycle. The Common datasets are proactively identified and maintained prior to 
an emergency as part of data preparedness measures.  All datasets must meet detailed criteria 
for format and minimum characteristics within the defined dataset. IASC Guidelines on Common 
Operational Datasets in Disaster Preparedness and Response – DRAFT for endorsement 

Common Assessment
See joint assessment.

Community Group Discussion 
Discussion with a mixed group of community members that includes men, women and young 
people from all subgroups within the community (village, camp, urban neighbourhood, etc.). 
Glossary of Food Security Terminology,  WFP

Complex Emergency
A humanitarian crisis that requires an international response that goes beyond the mandate 
or capacity of any single agency. (IASC, December 1994) Complex emergencies are typically 
characterized by: extensive violence and loss of life, massive displacements of people, wide-
spread damage to societies and economies, need for large-scale, multi-faceted humanitar-
ian assistance, hindrance or prevention of humanitarian assistance by political and military 
constraints and significant security risks for humanitarian relief workers in some areas. FTS 
Definition of Humanitarian Aid for Statistical Purposes, OCHA

Contextual Information 
Details of the processes that led to the current emergency and the reasons why it is occur-
ring; factors that help to explain the emergency and give insights into the responses that may 
be appropriate. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Contingency Plans 
Plan aimed at dealing with the possible occurrence of a disaster, addressing such matters as 
forecasting, assessing the development and possible intensity of its effects, if the conditions 
remain variable. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN
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Convenience Sampling
Households and individuals are selected on the basis of ease of access. Glossary of Food Security 
Terminology, WFP

Coordinated Assessment
Assessments that are planned and carried out in partnership with other humanitarian actors, 
with the results shared for the benefit of the broader humanitarian community to identify 
the needs of the affected population of a humanitarian crisis. Coordinated assessments is a 
broad term that includes several different types of assessments, ranging from inter and intra 
cluster/sector joint assessments to single agency assessment that are harmonized. Operational 
Guidance for Coordinated Assessments in Humanitarian Crises, IASC NATF

Cross Tabulation
The process of combining two or more indicators; used, for example, to gain insights into the 
prevalence and causes of malnutrition and food insecurity. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, 
WFP

Damage Assessment 
The role of the relief sub-programme, which consists of the development of mechanisms to 
assess the physical and social dimension of the catastrophe, the estimate of the loss of human 
lives and natural wealth, the needs which must be satisfied and the identification of possible 
risks (Secondary Effects or Damage). Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN

Damage Prediction 
Survey of a real or potential disaster to estimate the actual or expected damages and to make 
recommendations for prevention, preparedness and response. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster 
Information, CARDIN

Data
The pieces of information collected from primary or secondary sources. Glossary of Food 
Security Terminology, WFP

Data Interoperability
The ability to correctly interpret data that crosses from one information source to another 
(i.e. from one cluster to another, or from a cluster to national authority etc). For example: if 
we assume that the A cluster have information needed by B cluster, and that data in one clus-
ter system is accessible understood by the other system, then data can be compared. (IASC/
International Malnutrition Task Force)

Demography 
The quantitative study of human populations and of their variations. Controlled Vocabulary on 
Disaster Information, CARDIN

Direct Parameters 
Factors determining the manifestation of a disaster to a large extent are the characteristics 
used to evaluate disasters. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN

Direct Sampling
Households and individuals are selected directly from the entire sampling frame. Glossary of 
Food Security Terminology, WFP

Disaggregated
Disaggregated means that aggregated data is separated. For population data, this refers to data 
at the individual level, so that you can see each person’s information, or to data that is divid-
ed into different demographic groups, such as sex or age group. Operation Data Management 
Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR

Disaster
A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a society causing widespread 
human, material, economic or environmental losses that exceed the ability of the affected 
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community or society to cope using its own resources. Terminology: Basic Terms of Disaster Risk 
Reduction, ISDR Secretariat
“For a disaster to be entered into the database of the UN’s International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR), at least one of the following criteria must be met:

•	 a	report	of	10	or	more	people	killed
•	 a	report	of	100	people	affected
•	 a	declaration	of	a	state	of	emergency	by	the	relevant	government
•	 a	request	by	the	national	government	for	international	assistance”	(IRIN/OCHA,	2005)

Thywissen, K. Components of Risk:  A Comparative Glossary, 2006

Disaster Area Survey Team 
A group that is deployed in an area after a disaster to ascertain the extent of damage to 
population and property and to recommend appropriate responses. Controlled Vocabulary on 
Disaster Information, CARDIN

Disasters�Identification�Characteristics�
Data giving the time and place of a specific disaster, such as its name, date of occurrence, place 
of origin, coverage and path of the phenomenon. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, 
CARDIN

Disaster Impact 
Any incidence of an agent, element or event on the vulnerable system (population and en-
vironment) producing undesirable effects (earthquakes, high temperatures, hurricanes, etc.). 
There are primary or elementary impacts and aggregate impacts. Controlled Vocabulary on 
Disaster Information,  CARDIN

Disaster�Risk�Reduction�
The conceptual framework of elements considered with the possibilities to minimize vulner-
abilities and disaster risks throughout a society, to avoid (prevention) or to limit (mitigation 
and preparedness) the adverse impacts of hazards, within the broad context of sustainable 
development. Terminology: Basic Terms of Disaster Risk Reduction, ISDR Secretariat

Disaster Zone 
Vulnerable system area (population and environment) that suffers damage defects and dete-
rioration of its structure and normal function because of the impact of a disaster. The area 
of a disaster zone may be divers for example a district, colony, town, city or a region. It var-
ies according to different factors, among them, the type of disaster, its force and duration, the 
vulnerability of the system affected, etc. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN

Displaced Persons 
Persons who, for different reasons or circumstances, have been compelled to leave their 
homes. They may or may not reside in their country of origin, but are not legally regarded as 
refugees. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN

Emergency 
A situation that causes widespread human, material, economic or environmental damage, 
threatening human lives and/or livelihoods and exceeding the coping capacities of the affected 
communities and/or government. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Emergency�Relief
The immediate survival assistance to the victims of crisis and violent conflict. Most relief op-
erations are initiated on short notice and have a short implementation period (project objec-
tives are generally completed within a year). The main purpose of emergency relief is to save 
lives. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Emergency�Response�Plan�
A plan that sets out the roles and responsibilities of agencies in emergency response and the 
coordination arrangements that are to be utilized.  Australian Emergency Management Glossary, 
Emergency Management Australia
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Entry Points
The sectors and broad types of intervention where needs may first be addressed; they are 
identified in response analysis. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Evaluation
A systematic and objective analysis and assessment of the organization’s policies, programmes, 
practices, partnerships and procedures, focused on planning, design, implementation and im-
pacts. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR 

Focus Group Discussion 
A method to collect qualitative data/information from a group of persons pre-selected ac-
cording to specific criteria. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Geographic Information System (GIS) 
An organized collection of tools (computer hardware and software), of information and of 
professional/ technical knowledge that is used to input, store, retrieve, utilize, analyse and out-
put geographically referenced data.  A GIS uses geography as its organizing principle. Operation 
Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR

Harmonized Assessment
Data collection processing and analysis is undertaken separately, however the data is suffi-
ciently comparable (because of the use of common operational datasets, key indicators, and 
geographical and temporal synchronization) to be compiled into a single database, and to 
serve as the subject of a shared analysis. Operational Guidance for Coordinated Assessments in 
Humanitarian Crises, IASC NATF

Hazard
A threatening event, or the probability of occurrence of a potentially damaging phenome-
non within a given time period and area. Internationally agreed glossary of basic Terms related to 
Disaster Management, DHA-Geneva - December 1992

Hazard�Map�
Name given to a topographical map using a scale of variables and adding the identification of a 
specific kind of risk, differentiating the high, average and low probability of the occurrence of a 
disaster. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN

Household
A group of persons who share accommodation. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Humanitarian Coordination 
An approach based on the belief that a coherent response to an emergency will maximize its 
benefits and minimize potential pitfalls. In each country, the coordination of United Nations 
humanitarian assistance is entrusted to the Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator. OCHA, 
under the direction of the Emergency Relief Coordinator, is responsible for the coordina-
tion of a humanitarian response in the event of a crisis and carries out this role according 
to approved policies and structures set by the IASC. This coordination involves developing 
common strategies with partners both within and outside the United Nations system, iden-
tifying overall humanitarian needs, developing a realistic plan of action, monitoring progress 
and adjusting programmes as necessary, convening coordination forums, mobilizing resources, 
addressing common problems to humanitarian actors, and administering coordination mecha-
nisms and tools. It does not involve OCHA in the administration of humanitarian assistance. 
Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Humanitarian Dashboard
A tool used to consolidate and present needs assessment and other core humanitarian infor-
mation in an easily accessible format, to facilitate analysis and evidence-based decision-making. 
Operational Guidance for Coordinated Assessments in Humanitarian Crises, IASC NATF

Incidence
The relative frequency of occurrence of something; the extent or frequency of occurrence. 
Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR
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In-Depth Assessment
Undertaken when substantial time, access and resources are available. In-depth assessments 
use rigorous methodologies that are adapted to the context, such as random, large-scale 
household food security and nutrition surveys, and household economy baseline surveys. 
Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Indicator
A specific variable, or combination of variables, that gives insight into a particular aspect of the 
situation. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Information Needs 
The data that must be collected and processed from primary and secondary sources in order 
to fulfill the assessment objectives. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Initial Assessment
Assessment undertaken promptly following: i) a sudden crisis; ii) reports of deterioration in 
a long-term crisis; or iii) improved access in an ongoing crisis.  An initial assessment is based 
mainly on secondary data and key informant interviews, but some quick field visits may be un-
dertaken. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Joint Assessment
Data collection, processing and analysis form one single process among agencies within and 
between clusters/sectors, leading to a single report.  Also referred to as a common assess-
ment. Operational Guidance for Coordinated Assessments in Humanitarian Crises, IASC NATF

Joint Programming
The process through which the United Nations country team and national partners work 
together to prepare, implement, monitor and evaluate the United Nations’s contribution 
to most effectively and efficiently achieve the Millennium Development Goals and other in-
ternational commitments related to the government’s national development targets. Master 
Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

Key Humanitarian Indicators
The IASC NATF has worked with Clusters/Sectors to develop a package of Key Humanitarian 
Indicators to capture the core elements of a crisis. For full list of the Indicators, see Annex 1. 
Operational Guidance for Coordinated Assessments in Humanitarian Crises, IASC NATF

Key Informants
Individuals of a particular background (e.g. nurses, teachers and poor farmers) who provide 
their views on various issues. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR 

Livelihoods 
The capabilities, assets – both material and social – and activities required for a means of living 
linked to survival and future well-being (Source: Sphere Handbook). Glossary of Food Security 
Terminology, WFP

Mapping�of�Areas�of�Risk�
Specification of the vulnerable areas at risk in the face of the destruction phenomenon based 
on its type and nature. There are three clearly defined areas. Intervention area: area to be eval-
uated when disaster occurs. The recommended measures are basically followed in this area 
and the groups responsible for operational intervention and health measures merge. Relief 
Area: the area immediately adjacent to the intervention area. Health relief operations are car-
ried out in this area and the stages of support to the group in operational intervention are 
organized. Base area: Area where reserves may be based and organized. It may be the place to 
receive evacuees for their subsequent placement in shelters. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster 
Information,  CARDIN

Metadata
Data that describes other data, such as the name of the data collector, the date the data was 
collected or the source of the data. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary 
of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR
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Monitoring
(syn. surveillance) System that permits the continuous observation, measurement and a valu-
ation of the progress of a process or phenomenon with a view to taking corrective measures. 
Internationally agreed glossary of basic Terms related to Disaster Management, DHA-Geneva - 
December 1992 

Mortality
The number, magnitude or frequency of deaths over a period of time among the total sick 
and well population of an area. The numerical expression of deaths, usually given as a mor-
tality rate. See also morbidity and mortality rate.  Australian Emergency Management Glossary, 
Emergency Management Australia

Mortality�Rate�
The ratio of the number of deaths in a given population to the total number of that popu-
lation. Syn. ‘death rate’.  Australian Emergency Management Glossary, Emergency Management 
Australia

Multi-Sectoral
Action or discipline that implies and needs coordination at all levels between and among 
the various activities involved in managing a situation, eg.  A disaster, such as the health sec-
tor, transport agriculture, housing, public works, water supply, communications, finance etc.  
Australian Emergency Management Glossary, Emergency Management Australia

Natural Disaster
A serious disruption of the functioning of the society, causing widespread human, material or 
environmental losses that exceed the ability of affected society to cope using only its own re-
sources. FTS Definition of humanitarian aid for statistical purposes, OCHA

Natural Disaster, Slow Onset 
A disaster event that unfolds alongside and within development processes. The hazard can be 
felt as an ongoing stress for many days, months or even years. Drought is a prime example. 
Reducing Disaster Risk: A challenge for development - Glossary of Terms UNDP

Natural Disaster, Sudden Onset
A disaster that is triggered by an instantaneous shock. The impact of this disaster may unfold 
over the medium- or long-term.  An earthquake is a prime example. Reducing Disaster Risk: A 
challenge for development - Glossary of Terms UNDP

Observation 
Visible and significant aspects of the affected area are noted. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, 
WFP

Participatory Approach
An approach to development and/or government in which key stakeholders (and especially 
the proposed beneficiaries) of a policy or intervention are closely involved in the process of 
identifying problems and priorities and have considerable control over analysis and the plan-
ning, implementation and monitoring of solutions. Master Glossary of Terms, UNHCR

P-Code
This is short for ‘Place Code.’ P-codes provide unique reference codes to geographic loca-
tions and are important identifiers in data management systems. Operation Data Management 
Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR

Population�at�Risk�
A well-defined population whose lives, property, and livelihoods are threatened by given haz-
ards. Used as a denominator.  All those persons who would be directly exposed to flood-
waters within the dam break-affected zone if they took no action to evacuate.  Australian 
Emergency Management Glossary, Emergency Management Australia
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Preparedness 
Activities designed to minimize loss of life and damage, to organize the temporary removal 
of people and property from a threatened location and facilitate timely and effective rescue, 
relief and rehabilitation. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster Information, CARDIN

Primary Data
Data collected during the assessment, from interviews with key informants, focus groups, 
households and individuals. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Probability 
The likelihood of a specific outcome, measured by the ratio of specific outcomes to the total 
number of possible outcomes. Probability is expressed as a number between 0 and 1, with 0 
indicating an impossible outcome and 1 indicating an outcome is certain.  Australian Emergency 
Management Glossary, Emergency Management Australia

Proxy Indicator
An indirect means of measuring a variable. They provide information about a factor indirectly. 
Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Purposive Sampling 
Particular groups are selected for interview. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Qualitative Data
Observations that are categorical rather than numerical; they often involve attitudes, percep-
tions and intentions. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Quantitative Data
Observations that are numerical. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Random�Sampling�
A method to draw a representative sample by means of selecting households or individuals 
randomly (every person in a group has the same chance of being chosen) from the whole pop-
ulation of households or individuals surveyed. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, 
Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR

Rapid�Assessment
Undertaken following an initial assessment in a sudden crisis, or as a component of a reas-
sessment. It is based on a combination of secondary and primary data. Glossary of Food Security 
Terminology, WFP

Reconstruction
Actions taken to re-establish a community after a period of rehabilitation subsequent to a 
disaster.  Actions would include construction of permanent housing, full restoration of all ser-
vices, and complete resumption of the pre-disaster state. (OFDA) Internationally agreed glos-
sary of basic Terms related to Disaster Management, DHA-Geneva - December 1992

Recovery
A focus on how best to restore the capacity of the government and communities to rebuild 
and recover from crisis and to prevent relapses into conflict. In so doing, recovery seeks not 
only to catalyze sustainable development activities, but also to build upon earlier humanitar-
ian programmes to ensure that their inputs become assets for development. Master Glossary 
of Terms, UNHCR

Remote�Sensing
The small or large scale acquisition of information of an object/phenomenon, by the use of 
either recording or real-time sensing devices that are wireless, or not in physical/intimate con-
tact with the object (such as by way of aircraft, spacecraft, satellite, buoy or ship).



1 37

OpERATIONAl GuIDANCE fOR COORDINATED ASSESSMENTS IN HuMANITARIAN CRISES  

p
u

R
p

O
S

E
, S

C
O

p
E

 
 &

 A
u

D
IE

N
C

E
A

N
N

E
XE

S

Response�Analysis
Analysis to determine the need, or otherwise, for an intervention and, if appropriate, to iden-
tify the most suitable types of intervention, the timing and the targeting criteria. Glossary of 
Food Security Terminology, WFP

Sample
A selection of households or individuals from the total affected population. Glossary of Food 
Security Terminology, WFP

Sampling Frame
The area and population that the assessment covers. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Scenario
A description of situations that could occur; it is a set of informed assumptions about a situa-
tion (Source: ODI Network Paper No. 59). Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Secondary Data 
Data collected from outside the current assessment. Glossary of Food Security Terminology, WFP

Sector 
A	technical	grouping	of	project	activities.	“Multi-sector”	is	reserved	for	projects	with	no	one	
dominant sector. FTS Definition of humanitarian aid for statistical purposes, OCHA

Sex and age disaggregated data
One of the most effective ways to understand different needs within a population is to collect 
data by sex and age (SADD), and to analyse that data, in part, using a gender and generational 
analysis that is situated within the context of the particular country, region and crisis. Sex and 
Age Matter, OCHA/Feinstein/Tufts/Care

Situation Analysis 
A deliberate process where the current incident situation, the factors that are relevant to the 
incident, the courses open and their consequences are reviewed and alternative strategies 
are assessed and an incident action plan is recommended.  Australian Emergency Management 
Glossary, Emergency Management Australia

Snowball Sampling 
Households and individuals are selected according to recommendations from other in-
formants; each informant recommends the next set of informants. Glossary of Food Security 
Terminology, WFP 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
Written instructions describing how specific activities are to be conducted. SOPs ensure that 
treatment given to persons of concern meets standards and is provided in a fair and uniform 
manner. It is also essential that SOPs stay alive and be updated to reflect changes in opera-
tional processes and in the division of labour within the office. Operation Data Management 
Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR

Stratified�Sampling
Stratified sampling consists of dividing the study population into several homogeneous sub-
groups, in a way that each individual only belongs to one subgroup (no overlap among them). 
For instance, variables such as camp, country of origin or age may be used to divide the popu-
lation into different strata. Once the subgroups have been selected, a random sample is se-
lected within each one. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical 
Vocabulary, UNHCR

Structural Variables 
The underlying features of individuals, or the society and area in which they live; they do not 
change quickly, and therefore indicate chronic (permanent) issues. Glossary of Food Security 
Terminology, WFP
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Surveillance
A monitoring system that tracks special events over time within a particular population (such 
as births, deaths, disease cases) at a given periodicity. With a surveillance system properly set 
up, the data updates are continuous, so you can have information on the monitored issues al-
most in real-time. Consequently, it is easy to compare trends over time and to monitor situ-
ations on a timely basis. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical 
Vocabulary, UNHCR

Survey
A detailed study that gathers information through observations and questionnaires from a 
representative sample of the total population studied. Operation Data Management Learning 
Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, UNHCR

Synchronised Assessment
Geographical and temporal synchronisation of assessments means that while data collection, 
processing and analysis is undertaken separately, a minimum level of coordination is ensured in 
terms of the timing and location in which the assessment is carried out. Operational Guidance 
for Coordinated Assessments in Humanitarian Crises, IASC NATF

Triangulation
The process of validating one set of results through comparison with similar results from a dif-
ferent source. Operation Data Management Learning Programme, Glossary of Technical Vocabulary, 
UNHCR

Trigger
An event or series of events indicating that the nutritional or food security situation is dete-
riorating, or has already reached a level of crisis, and that an assessment is needed. Glossary of 
Food Security Terminology, WFP

Vulnerability
The degree of susceptibility and resilience of the community and environment to hazards.  
Australian Emergency Management Glossary, Emergency Management Australia

Vulnerable Groups 
Categories of displaced persons with special needs, variously defined to include: unaccom-
panied minors, the elderly, the mentally and physically disabled, victims of physical abuse or 
violence and pregnant, lactating or single women.  Australian Emergency Management Glossary, 
Emergency Management Australia

Vulnerability Analysis 
Technique used to detect the vulnerability of a place in the face of a destructive phenomenon, 
based on the study of its physical and geographical location. Controlled Vocabulary on Disaster 
Information, CARDIN




